(1HAPTKR SIX
MACDOXA/J)  LKAl'Kti  THE FABIANS
In the fc Khaki   Kleetioir  of 1900,  Mae'Donald, who had
opposed  (ho  Boer War, was defeated at Leicester.    The
"same year he irsigned front the Fabian Society as a protest
against  the  policy of the  Society with regard to the war,
George Bernard Shaw, a, prominent member of the Society's
Executive, when ar.kcd about the resignation, made some
Interesting comment;; :
* I'A'en if tin* lioer War had never occurred,' he said, * it
is now clear that Mr, Ramsay MaeDonald was right in
choosing* the Independent Labour Party, which needed him
very badly, as his field of action rather than the Fabian
Society, in which everything; that could be done there was
already in ellieient hands. 11 was part, of his very remarkable
development from the most intractable of frondeurs, always
in opposition, to the aide and, adroit; parliamentarian who
became the only possible Prime Minister in the Labour
Parly, Nothing" could over have made a patiianientarian
of Keir 1 lardie/
What Shaw meant was that MacDonald's intellectual equip-
ment would not gain him any advantage, nor indeed any
particular notice, among tin* * high-brows' of the Fabian
Society, as it was no higher than the average of attainment.
Indeed, then* were members, such as Sidney Webb, Graham
Wallas* Sydney Olivier, and, of course, Shaw himself, with
whom MaeOonald was not comparable in ability at that
time* Among the I,UPn composed largely of trade unionists,
MaeDonald would undoubtedly be acclaimed a, leader.
That this opinion had some ground can be seen from the
evidence of a well-known "Trade Union official Speaking of
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